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civil rights, their business and the exercise of their professions,
it being understood that Germany undertakes as from the
present date to recognise and accept the regulations laid down
in the Annex hereto regarding the nationality of the inhabitants
or natives of the said territories., not to claim at any time or in
any place whatsoever as German nationals those who shall have
been declared on any ground to be French, to receive all others
in her territory, and to conform, as regards the property of
German nationals in the territories indicated in Article 51,
with the provisions of Article 297 and the Annex to Section IV
of Part X (Economic Clauses) of the present Treaty.
Those German nationals who without acquiring French
nationality shall receive permission from the French Govern-
ment to reside in the said territories shall not be subjected to
the provisions of the said Article.
ARTICLE 54.
Those persons who have regained French nationality in
virtue of paragraph 1 of the Annex hereto, will be held to be
Alsace-Lorrainers for the purposes of the present Section.
The persons referred to in paragraph 2 of the said Annex
will from the day on which they have claimed French nationality
be held to be Alsace-Lorrainers with retroactive effect as from
November 11, 1918. For those whose application is rejected,
the privilege will terminate at the date of the refusal.
Such juridical persons will also have the status of Alsace-
Lorrainers as shall have been recognised as possessing this
quality, whether by the French administrative authorities or
by a judicial decision.
ARTICLE 55.
The territories referred to in Article 51 shall return to
France, free and quit of all public debts, under the conditions
laid down in Article 255 of Part IX (Financial Clauses) of the
present Treaty.
ARTICLE 56.
In conformity with the provisions of Article 256 of Part IX
(Financial Clauses) of the present Treaty, France shall enter
into possession of all property and estate within the territories
referred to in Article 51, which belong to the German Empire
or German States, without any payment or credit on this
account to any of the States ceding the territories.